
For the best experience, open this PDF portfolio in
 
Acrobat X or Adobe Reader X, or later.
 

Get Adobe Reader Now! 

http://www.adobe.com/go/reader




Allow sender  | Block sender


From: Lloyd Kalfs
To: Sarah Soderholm
Subject: Des Moines River Watershed Partnership – 60 Day Notice
Date: Friday, July 16, 2021 7:22:17 PM


Caution! This email originated from outside of Murray County. Use caution
with links and attachments.


Sarah,


This email is in response to the Des Moines River Watershed Partnership 60 day notice to
submit water management issues in which a management plan for this river should include.


In order to reach the management objectives of this plan, it is critical that we address the
constant increase in artificial drainage. Public drainage system improvement projects and
extensive use of private pattern tile adds substantially to the volume of water entering our
lakes and rivers. The growth of agricultural drainage increases peak flows causing severe
streambank erosion. Additionally, larger volumes of water from artificial drainage carry more
nutrients and sediment which end up in our lakes and river systems and therefore reduce water
quality.


To curb the effects of constant additions to agricultural drainage systems, watershed mandates
or statewide legislature is needed. I suggest verbiage similar to the Wetland Conservation Act
(WCA) where there may be no net increase in drainage output. This means counties and
private individuals could repair drainage systems but not increase the volume of water at the
systems outlet (such as by adding more open ditch, larger tile, and more/longer underground
tile lines). Without this, a stalemate in water quality improvements will continue.


The Des Moines River Watershed Management Plan also needs to include changes in the
overall management of lands within the watershed. Countless opportunities exist to restore
wetlands that would help slow runoff and filter water before it enters public lakes and rivers.
Acres that are less productive for row crops would be better utilized as pasture or restored
upland habitat. Farming practices that focus on improving soil health such as cover crop
rotations would create a landscape rich with perennial vegetation that would help to reduce
runoff to the Des Moines River and increase groundwater infiltration.


These issues must be addressed in order to make improvements to the water quality of the Des
Moines River. I greatly appreciate the opportunity to comment on the development of this
watershed management plan and hope that the collaboration of all parties within this
partnership yields cleaner water for future generations. Thank you.


Sincerely,


Lloyd Kalfs
(507) 329-0273
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